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Message froM our Board President and  
executive director
The year 2019–2020 was a time of change at the Foundation for Portland 
Public Schools. Our fundraising priorities quickly shifted with the advent of 
COVID-19 to emergency funding for students and families and supporting 
remote learning. We are proud of our community’s response to the 
pandemic-related needs of our students and their families.

In 2019, our first Executive Director, Kate Snyder, stepped down after 
being elected mayor of Portland. While sad to see Kate move on, we are 
thrilled about her leadership in Portland and continued advocacy for the 
Portland Public Schools.

Andi Weisman Summers started as the FPPS Executive Director in April, 2020. She joins us after many years of work 
as a teacher, educational coach, immigration advocate, and non-profit leader. Andi’s background and experience make 
her uniquely qualified to lead us during this challenging time and beyond.

Finally, we are happy to share that our capacity campaign, launched in 2018, enabled us to hire Jeanine Bischoff in 
October, 2019 as the Foundation for Portland Public School’s first Advancement Coordinator. We are already feeling 
the benefits of increased capacity with a second staff member. 

Portland is the largest and most diverse school district in Maine. Our schools are amazing AND they need support 
due to declining federal, state, and local revenue. The Foundation staff and Board of Directors are working to 
generate community investment in our schools. Thank you to all of our community members who are involved and 
helping in whatever way you can.

Josh Rent, Board President 
Andi Weisman Summers, Executive Director 

Josh Rent Andi Weisman 
Summers

Mission
The Foundation for Portland Public School’s mission is to raise philanthropic support to enhance educational 
opportunities for present and future students in Portland’s public schools.

vision 
FPPS’s vision is to strengthen schools through community investment.

goals 
FPPS’s goals are educational enrichment, classroom innovation & community engagement.

Joshua Rent, President
Lorie Dana, Vice President
Sarah Moran, Vice President
Marie Mueller, Secretary
Sarah Fortin, Treasurer
Mary Bennett

Xavier Botana, Superintendent
Jill Botler
Mike Bove
Sarah Brydon
Emily Chaleff
Carol Hager, PEA

Muhammad Humza Khan
Erin Macey
Derek Pierce, PAA
Stephen Segal
Sarah Southard
Grace Valenzuela, PPS liaison

Board of directors, 2019-2020



Message froM  
the suPerintendent
The Foundation for Portland Public Schools was created to leverage 
the energy and passion of our community to help address the needs 
of the Portland Public Schools. I am impressed with the Foundation’s 
ability to rise to the challenges faced during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In this past year, the Foundation has been responsive and successful 
in working with individuals, businesses, community members, and 
foundations to help our vulnerable families most impacted by the 
crisis. The Foundation’s work, including the PPS Food Fund and 
Families in Crisis Fund, helped hundreds of students and families 
meet basic needs during the pandemic. The Foundation has also 
continued to make substantial contributions to our district’s equity 

work, summer school programming, and providing opportunities for teacher innovation through Equity and Innovation 
Teacher Grants. As a member of the Foundation’s board, I look forward to continuing to build on these successes in 
the coming year.

—Xavier Botana, Superintendent of Portland Public Schools

2019–2020 equity and innovation teacher grants 
Teacher grants are the longest-running program of the Foundation. The FPPS Equity 
and Innovation Grants Program is designed to support teacher-led classroom 
innovations which enhance learning experiences for students in Portland Public 
Schools. The program recognizes, rewards, and supports teachers’ work to inspire 
students and improve learning outcomes for all students. It responds directly to 
the Foundation’s goals to support educational enrichment, classroom innovation, 
and community engagement by empowering teachers to invest in innovations they 
believe will have meaningful impact and reach, and experiences that involve expert 
content, including field trips, guest speakers, and professional resources to amplify 
educational engagement and attainment. 

Last year, fPPs awarded 75 grants totaLing $47,016.

“I am so thankful to have 
received grant money to 
support our cooking class. 
Working on functional life 
skills includes grocery 
shopping and cooking for 
themselves and this grant 
allowed us to work on this 
important skill.”
— Amy Hague, inclusive 
cooking program, Gerald E. 
Talbot Community School



investMents that suPPort the PortLand ProMise: 
achieveMent, equity, the whoLe student, and PeoPLe

Lennox foundation — $25,000
Supporting both Equity and Innovation Teacher Grants and professional development for FPPS board and staff.

L. L. Bean — $21,000 
Continuing support for outdoor adventure, stewardship, and access to Rippleffect programming for all middle schools.

united way of greater Portland — $20,000 
Contributing to the PPS Food Fund to combat food insecurity for Portland students and their families. 

Bangor savings Bank foundation — $12,500 
Supporting FPPS to build our capacity by hiring a second staff member.

verizon foundation — $10,000
Contributing to continued investments in elementary STEM programming.

Benchmark real estate — $10,000 
Donating to STEM programming and to providing training for PPS social workers in trauma-informed support for students.

elmina B. sewall foundation — $7,500 
Providing a COVID-19 rapid response grant to the Families in Crisis fund to help meet basic needs for PPS families.

francis hollis Brain foundation — $5,000 
Providing a grant to the Families in Crisis fund to help meet basic needs for PPS families.

good shepherd food Bank — $5,000
Funding a pilot program for families in need to receive credit to purchase culturally appropriate food at local, 
immigrant-owned markets. 

Ptc, inc. — $5,000
Supporting the integration of STEM programming in Portland schools.

eagle Point fund — $5,000 
Supporting FPPS to build our capacity by hiring a second staff member.

Once again, we raised more money than we had 
budgeted for this year. Given a global health and 
economic crisis, we are thrilled that we were able to 
raise over half a million dollars for Portland’s students, 
teachers, and families. 

Beginning in March 2020, our fundraising focus shifted 
to COVID-19 crisis response for Portland students and 
their families. The Foundation was created to leverage 
the energy and passion of community to meet these 
types of needs. 2019–2020 brought hundreds of new 
donors to the Foundation. Thank you to the network 
of community members who are engaging with and 
investing in the Portland Public Schools.

Income

Restricted  $368,394 

Unrestricted  $51,150 

PPS contribution for staff salary & benefits* $102,113 

Gifts in Kind   $15,343 

Total Revenue $537,000

expenses
Investments in PPS $311,211 

Operating Costs $28,920

Salaries and Benefits* $102,113

Distribution of in Kind  $15,343 

Total expenses $457,587

2019–2020 Budget at a gLance

*Note: PPS, per a Memorandum Of Understanding, contributes only the Executive Director’s salary and benefits. FPPS raised the Advancement 
Coordinator salary through private contributions to our capacity campaign in 2018. These funds were given to PPS to disburse through their payroll office.



$76,355 of covid-19 crisis funds — amount raised 
between March 15, 2020, and the end of the school year for crisis funds to help families meet basic 
needs (food, shelter, utilities) during the first months of the COVID-19 pandemic. The outpouring of 
donations from community members, local businesses, and foundations went to:

families in crisis
This fund allows the District to help families directly with basic needs other than food. The Families in Crisis Fund can 
be used to help Portland families who are experiencing unemployment or have been otherwise affected by COVID-19 
to pay their rent, utilities, transportation, cell phone, or medical costs and to help students access internet data 
services for remote learning.

PPs food fund
The PPS Food Fund provides grants through the 
Food Fuels Learning Network to school staff and/
or community partners such as The Locker Project, 
Presente Maine, Food for All Services, Cultivating 
Community, and the Wayside Food Program to provide 
culturally appropriate food for Portland students 
and their families in need, and to help address food 
insecurity. 

Books to homes
PPS identified 600 elementary school children who 
struggled to connect regularly during remote online 
learning. Books to Homes campaign was designed to 
get books into their hands. Their teachers hand selected 
engaging, culturally relevant books at each student’s 
reading level. FPPS collected donations to purchase 
these books through our local partner, Longfellow Books, 
and have them mailed directly to students’ homes. We 
distributed 1,206 books to 603 students! 

Managed funds
The Foundation for Portland Public Schools is pleased 
to work with a variety of individuals and organizations to 
create and manage funds in the interest of schools and 
students. Our 2019–2020 managed funds included:

•	 Rising	Tide	
•	 Step	Up	Award	at	Portland	 

high school 
•	 SolaRise	
•	 Annetta	Weatherhead	Fund	For	 

reiche school 
•	 PPS	Food	Fund	
•	 Families	in	Crisis	Fund	
•	 Extended	Learning



individuaL donors 
$10,000 and up
John & Lin Burgess
Lauren & Gregory Henry

$5,000 – $9,999
Catherine & Todd Alexander
Albert & Marcia Hunker
Siri Pierce

$1,000 – $4,999
Anonymous
Justin Alfond
Tim Atkinson
Sarah Baker
Suzanne & Xavier Botana
Jill & Dr. Joel Botler
Bill & Karen Burke
Dr. Stanley & Emily Chaleff
Pam Cleghorn
Cornelia Cockrell
William Norris Dale Jr.
Lorie & Tod Dana
Sarah & Marc Fortin
Annie & Bill Hidell
Dr. Dan Kovarik
Erin Macey & David Farmer
Kimberly MacInnis
Paul Manoff
Samuel Metz
Sarah & Dr. Adrian Moran
Marie & Dr. Zack Mueller
Jeffrey Norris
Russell Phillips
John Portlock
Josh & Jennifer Rent
Kate & Colin Snyder
Tom & Judy Watson
Ann & Bill Weber

$500 – $999
Anonymous
Mary Bennett
Carolyn Bird
William Corcoran
Jeanne & Lloyd Crocker
Renee & Gibson Fay-Leblanc
Caroline Foster
Ari Gersen
Alise & Scott Koocher
Pamela Merchant & Kirby Sack
Louise Roman
Dr. Debra Rothenberg & 

Richard Peterson
Paul Schofield
Kay Schuster
Stephen Segal & Alisa Glick
Drew Sigfridson & April Wermig
Kimberly Simmons &  

Craig Bramley
Rachel Simons &  

Dr. Don Medd
Sue Sturtevant
Elizabeth & Christian Thomas
Kelly Waters

$100 up to $499
Molly & Michael Anderson
Lynn Anderson
Rachelle and Colin Apse
Mary Atkinson
Douglas Babkirk
Edward Basaraba
Matthew Bernstein
Michael Bove &  

Lauren Schaefer-Bove
Lauri & Ethan Boxer-Macomber
Christine Braceras
Rebecca Brownlee
Bob Bruce & Cindy Czajkowski
Sarah Brydon
June W Camp
Susan Carter
Theresa Casavant
Alisha Chaney
Carina Cilluffo
Anne Clark
Willa Cobb
Sara Corbett & Mike Paterniti
Rachel Crocker
Martha & Ed Crockett
Cynthia Curry & Craig Hemond
Michael Daly
Alyson Dame
Eduardo Daranyi &  

Ellen Mahoney
Laurie Davis
Cody DeCamillis
Amy Denecker
Benjamin Donaldson
Nanette Dyer Blake
Elizabeth Gale Eaton
Ruth Elkin
Pamela Emery
William & Rose Everitt
Perrin Ferris
Emily Figdor & Steven Biel
James Foley
Maria Fox
Maureen Fox
S E Fudge
Donna Gaspar Jarvis
Joanne Gates
Julia Gersen
Barbara Ginley &  

Bradford MacCachran
Gus Goodwin
Hilary Graham
Paul Hamlin
Catharine Hartnett
Rebecca Meggie Harvey
Janet Hershey
Libby Heselton
M Hirayama
Hazel Holmes
Barbara & Chris Hoppin
Clara Jean Howard
David Howard
Nathaniel Hull &  

Reid Hayton-Hull

Marita Ingalsbe
Elaine Isajar
Deborah Ivy
Knox Johnstone
Laura Kelley
Barbara A. Keppel
Melissa & Scott Knoll
Celine & Dr. Chris Kuhn
Ken Kunin & Beth Stickney
Jodie Lapchick
Raymond & Dorothy Lee
Rosemary Lenehan
Dara Lestrade
Jeffrey Levine
Nathan Lundblad
Karen Luse
Paul Lusty
Mailloux Family
Ian & Kate Malin
Nick Mavodones &  

Kelly Hasson 
Susan McMillan
Liz & Pierre Meahl
Albert Melton
Heather Miller
Dr. Melinda Molin
Ellen & Michael Monaghan
Dr. Tom & Marnie Morrione
Metta Morton
Sara Moxley
Tess Nacelewicz
Sara Needleman & Joseph 

Appel
Laura Newman &  

Jeffrey Norris
Mary Louise Norton
Stuart O’Brien
Lakhena Ok
Maureen Omeara
Lisa Page
Lori Pelletier
Margaret Pelton
Alicia Peters
Jack & Jane Phillips
Derek Pierce & Anja Hanson
Susan Pierter
Bethany Record
Lewis Brian Richards IV
Seth Rigoletti & Gillian Schair
Merriam &  

Christopher Roberts
Susanne & Terry Robins
Robert Ruesch & Julie Finn
Elizabeth Sanders
Diana Scheel
Andy Schmidt
Sandi Schubert
Tobin Scipione
Emma Scudder
Tim & Cheryl Seavey
Renee & Vic Serio
Benjamin Sirois
Natalie & Ari Solotoff

Ed Suslovic &  
Jennifer Southard

Sarah Southard
David Spach
Lisa Staiger
Elizabeth Stanhope
Jane & Nate Stevens
Beth Stickney & Ken Kunin
Sheila Sullivan
Victoria Szatkowski
Jen Tabb
Kent & Ruth Taylor
Heather Thompson
Barbara Tierney
Erik M Tiner
Betty H. Umbel
Jessica Van Dyke
Lauren Wayne
Andrea Weisman Summers
Sarah Welch
Emily West
Kathy Wilbur
Paula Yocum
Hannah Young

up to $99
Megan Abercrombie
Heidi Algara
Jennifer Alvino
Alison & Steve Andreasen
Jessica Antonez
Leslie Appelbaum
Leslie Arnson
Lauren Ashwell
Jessica Balogh
Kim Barton
Juliana Bean
Terri Bellas
Daniel P Bennett
Nancy Berrang
James Bickford
Emily Bienek 
Jennifer Boggs
Christina Bonney
Timothy Botler
Celeste Branham
Sarah Braunstein
Kristin Carlson
Steven Carroll
Michaela Cavallaro
Carole Center
Rosemary Chase
David Ciolfi
Brock and Lane Clark
David Coolidge
Kelly Corbin
Hannah Cordes
Stephanie Cotsirilos
Rebekah Crabtree
Deborah Cummins
Keith Cunningham
Anne Dandy
Mark & Andrea Davenport
Anne Day

Many thanks to our generous donors



JoAnne Deitch
Faye DiBella
Lauren Dietlin
Moria Driscoll & David Pence
Elizabeth Durand
Diane Dusini
Peter & Stephanie Eglinton
Reva Eiferman
Elizabeth Emery
Lauren Epstein
Brooke Faulkner
Jacob Forbes
Dory Forgit
Donna Gartland
Shana Genre
Nancy Gish
John Gordon
Rachel Green
Rebecca Greenleaf
Victoria Gress
Carol Hager
Yvonne Hall
Emily M Hall Greeley
Jeanne Handy
Jim & Ann Hanna
Emily Harriman
Alison Hawkes
John & Suzanne Hoekstra
Ellie Hooper
Janette Hough
Judd Hume
Rebecca Hunt
Jennifer Hutchins
Jill & Jeff Irving
Larry Jessie
Barbara Kapp
Alisan E Kavookjian
Marissa Kelley-Martunas
Kathryn Kessler
Muhammad Khan
Sharon Kitchens
Barbara Knapp
Kate Kodesh
Anna Korsen
Elizabeth Lauze
Quinn Lavigne
Lindsay Lebel
Cristos Lianides-Chin
Susan Lieberman
Christine Linnehan
Jen Lunt

Rachellle Mack
C Waite Maclin
Kathryn Malin
Sarah Maloney
Tessa Mandra
Jack Mann
Erica Marcus
Zachary McCartney
Valli Menzia
David Millard &  

Jacalyn Lander-Millard
Sarah Mills
Jessica MilNeil
Lydia Montana
Brooks More
Mary & Leroy Mottla
Peter & Deb Murray
Lois Myers
Jeremy Myrland
Priya Natarajan
Merle Nelson
Mary E Newman
Devon Niccoli
Becky Noreus
Robert O’Brien
Karine Odlin
Richard Okulski
Matthew Okulski
Martina Okulski 
Kristen Olore
Annemarie Orth
Casea Parady
Reginald Parson
Carlton Parsons
Barbara & Michael Peisner
Brenda Peluso
Coralynn Petrie
Kristine Pleacher
Eileen M Purdy
Chuck & Sandra Radis
Nicholas Refvem
Jesse Robinson
Sally Roper
Emily Rose
Jill Rosenthal
Simon Rucker
Jayne Sawtelle
Helen Scalia
Tina Schneider
Susan Schwartz
Gloria Sclar

Jeff & Linda Shary
Adam Shepherd
Sarah Shmitt
Rita Siavelis
Jason Simpson
Joyce Southard
Ruby Spicer
Anita St Onge
Vicki Stegmann
Mara Stone
Jaime Stowell
Kelly Streeter
Sarah Sweeney
Lucy Tabb
Jennifer E Taylor
Geraldine Theriault
Theresa Therrien
Sarah Thompskn
Kelly Thornhill
Rebecca Town
Alison Troxell
Rebecca Turkewitz
Erica Vachon
Kierston Van Soest
Jay & Allison Villani
Stephanie Walsh
Edward Wells
Christine Westerberg
Corene Wickenheiser
Barrett Wilkinson
Polly Wilson
Margo Wood
Heather Wood
Sam Zager

organizations
over $100,000
Alfred L. Padula Jr. Estate 

$25,000 and above
Bangor Savings Bank 

Foundation
Lennox Foundation

$10,000 – $24,999
L.L. Bean
Benchmark Real Estate, 

Portland Kids Duathlon
United Way of Greater Portland
Verizon Foundation

$5,000 – $9,999
Eagle Point Fund, Maine 

Community Foundation
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
Frances Hollis Brain 

Foundation
Good Shepard Food Bank
PTC, Inc.

$1,000 – $4,999
Allagash Brewing Company
Brooks Family Foundation
Clark Insurance
Coffee By Design
cPort Credit Union
Crystal Reporting Solutions
J.B. Brown & Sons
Maine Craft Distilling
Portland Pottery
Reverb
The Dorthea and Leo Rabkin 

Foundation
Toad & Co.
Town & Country Federal  

Credit Union
Unum

$500 – $999
Capozza Tile & Floor Covering 

Center
Strategic Media, Inc.
The Boulos Company

up to $499
Amazon Smile
Casco Bay High School 

Activities
Duckfat
Girl Scouts of Maine  

Troop 1507
Green Clean Maine
Law Offices of Joe Bornstein
Maine Community Foundation
Maine Orthodontics
Maine Yacht Center, LLC
Maul Foster & Alongi, Inc
PayPal Giving Fund
Portland Education Association
Verrill Dana LLP

Every effort has been made to 
ensure the accuracy of this report. 
Call the Foundation office at  
207-842-4658 with any omissions 
or corrections, and please accept 
our sincere apologies.



the foundation for PPs weLcoMes your suPPort!

donate onLine: foundationforPPs.org

send a check: 
Foundation for Portland Public Schools, 353 Cumberland Avenue, Portland, Maine 04101

Matching gifts, stocks, and planned giving can be accommodated. For more information, contact FPPS at:  
info@foundationforpps.org or call FPPS Executive Director, Andi Weisman Summers, at 207.842.4658.

353 Cumberland Avenue
Portland, ME 04101
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