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MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD  
PRESIDENT & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Our work at FPPS is to help make the Portland Public Schools even better. When it became clear that the 2021-22 
school year was continuing as a difficult time for students, families, and staff, we did everything we could to provide 
more support. 

• We raised more. This year, our total revenue was over $1.7M — $271 per student.

• We heard concerns about students’ mental health and took action. We raised funds to train teachers 
how to incorporate Social-Emotional Learning practices into the curriculum.

• We recognized that teachers were overwhelmed. This spring we launched a second round of teacher 
grants for summer planning work to acknowledge the importance of teachers’ time and efforts.

• We worked to center equity in both our goals and process. Consistent collaboration with students, 
parents, and community members is critical to hearing a diversity of perspectives. Our community helped us to 
prioritize diversity in recruiting and hiring efforts and funding the Wabanaki Studies documentary film project last 
year.

• We helped to increase STEM offerings. FPPS funded the creation of a mobile makerspace, a computer lab at 
Casco Bay High School, and a range of other equipment and resources.

All of this happens thanks to community support. Whether it’s sharing time, ideas, donations, or other 
contributions, community engagement leads to better outcomes for students. We welcome your engagement and 
thank you for your support.

Sarah Moran, Board President                 
Andi Weisman Summers, Executive Director

Board of Directors, 2021-2022 
Ahmed Abdirahman, Sheila Adell, Abdullahi Ali, Xavier Botana, Jill Botler, Sarah 
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Our Mission is to be a 
catalyst for increased educational 
opportunities, achievement, and 
equity for all Portland Public Schools 
students and staff.

Our Vision is to strengthen 
schools through community 
investment.

Our Goals are educational 
enrichment, innovation and 
community engagement.

Advisory Board

Tarlan Ahmadov, Kendra Allen, Dave 
Barry, Mary Bennett, Lili Brown, Matt 
Dubel, Chas Foehl, Sarah Fortin, Jennifer 
Hutchins, Laura Newman, Josh Rent, 
Rob Ruesch, and Jenna Vendil



2021–2022 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 

INCOME

Restricted     $840,078 

Portland Empowered Donations     $571,613 

Unrestricted      $215,739           

PPS contribution for staff salary & benefits*     $113,452

Gifts in Kind          $3,172 

Total Revenue  $1,744,054

EXPENSES

Investments in PPS     $933,288 

Admistrative Costs       $68,959 

Salaries and Benefits*     $392,813 

Distribution of in Kind         $3,172 

Total Expenses  $1,398,232

           

 

*PPS, per a Memorandum Of Understanding, contributes the Executive Director’s salary and benefits. 
FPPS raises funds and pays for all other staff salaries and benefits.
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OUR IMPACT IS GROWING:  
FIVE YEAR REVENUE COMPARISON 

This was our first full year hosting Portland Empowered as a 
program of FPPS. Their income and expenses are included below. 



Portland Empowered has been a program of FPPS since March of 2021. The 
primary goal of Portland Empowered is to ensure that student and parent 
voices are involved in policy and practice in the Portland Public Schools. 
This involves leadership development, creating spaces for dialogue that lift 
up historically underrepresented stakeholders, and playing an active role in 
shaping a more equitable and accountable education system. 

Bard Coffee
Bowdoin College
Coalition of Schools Educating  

Boys of Color
Constance Hanley
Jessica Wedell
Maine Community Foundation
Maine Initiatives

Might and Main
Nathan Bergeron
Roger Williams University (CYCLE)
Sparkplug Foundation
The Nellie Mae Education Foundation, Inc
University of Southern Maine 
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation

The FPPS Equity and Innovation Grants Program supports teacher-led 
classroom innovations which enhance learning experiences for PPS 
students. The program recognizes, rewards, and supports teachers’ 
work to inspire students and improve learning outcomes in alignment 
with the Portland Promise.

In the fall of 2021, FPPS awarded $51,619 of grants to 66 
teachers, social workers, ed techs, and librarians at 17 
different schools. 

In the spring of 2022, we brought back our Summer 
Innovation Planning Grant program, awarding $30,300  
to 12 teams of teachers across the district to advance  
new approaches for learning or otherwise prepare for  
the next school year.

  “ I am so grateful for this opportunity you have given to make learning more
   exciting and to improve students’ imaginations and storytelling skills. It is  
   an investment that will affect hundreds of students over the years.” 
   – Allison Villani, grant recipient and art teacher, Reiche Elementary school

2021–2022 TEACHER GRANTS 

School librarian Eva Platt used a grant to 
bring Lego Education to the Presumpscot 
library to help students learn about simple 
machines, engineering, and coding. 

PORTLAND EMPOWERED SUPPORTERS



In addition to our own programs and fundraising priorities, FPPS is pleased to work with a variety of 
individuals and organizations to create and manage funds in the interest of schools and students. 

The Annetta Weatherhead Fund at Reiche School provides flexible and easily-accessible financial 
resources to improve the lives of Reiche students and enhance their educational opportunities.

Barbara Anderson Scholarships recognize first generation college students from Portland High 
School who demonstrate strong academic achievement and financial need.

Make It Happen! Scholarships provide four years of financial support for immigrant or refugee 
students at Deering HIgh School who have been accepted to college.

Rising Tide Awards provide summer opportunities for students from immigrant families to pursue 
academic and personal interests, strengthen college applications, and develop leadership skills.

SolaRise funds construction of solar arrays on school buildings through advocacy and collaboration 
between students, the City of Portland, environmental groups, and funders.

Step Up Awards allow recipients at Portland High School to participate in extracurricular 
opportunities by decreasing the need to work after school and/or on weekends.

Thompson Scholarships honor two Brown Medal Scholars and two poets graduating from Portland 
High School each year.

MANAGED FUNDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

FPPS works with district leaders, educators, students, families, and 
community members to identify and fundraise for a range of priority  
areas that benefit schools and students. Some of our primary program 
areas include:

Addressing the Opportunity Gap includes a range of initiatives to 
deepen and accelerate systemic racial equity work in the district. Last 
year, we raised $469,468 for this work. Two of the primary 
initiatives funded were the creation of a documentary film for the new 
Wabanaki studies curriculum and a range of supports to help ed techs 
become certified teachers to help diversify the PPS staff. 

Families in Crisis is a program that helps vulnerable PPS families 
with emergency needs other than food such as housing, utilities, 
transportation, medical costs, or critical supplies. During the 21-22 
school year, we disbursed $60,841 to help meet the needs 
of 225 students and their families so that students could focus 
more on learning and less on worrying.

STEM funds support additional opportunities for students in the areas 
of science, technology, engineering, and math. Last year, we built 
and outfitted a mobile markerspace that will travel to all of 
Portland’s elementary schools starting in September 2022.

PROGRAMS & PRIORITIES

PPS Food Fund addresses food 
insecurity for students and their 
families. In partnership with Food Fuels 
Learning and the Cumberland County 
Food Security Council, we raised and 
distributed $21,260 to help launch 
a culturally appropriate food pantry at 
the Multilingual & Multicultural Office, 
supported school snack and backpack 
programs, and more. 

2021–2022 TEACHER GRANTS 



INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
Anonymous
Ahmed Abdirahman
Megan Abercrombie
Joanne Abrams
Stephanie & Eben Albert
Jeanine Alberto
Justin & Rachael Alfond
Abigail Alfred
Kendra Allen
Howard Altman
Jennifer Alvino
Amy & Seth Amoroso
Theodore Anderson
Jessica Antonez
Leslie Appelbaum & Glenn 

Cummings
Rachelle & Colin Apse
Kate Atkinson
Tim Atkinson
Nathaniel Banton
David Barry
Charita Basibas
Lilly Basoronga
Sandra Bassett
Juliana & Richard Bean
Terri Bellas
Josh Benthien
Adrienne Bentsen
Nancy Berrang
Emily Bienek
Marly Biermann
Christopher & Elizabeth Blades
Emily Blazek
Andrew Bloom
Jay Bolster
David Boneparth
Lindsay Booth
Xavier & Suzanne Botana
Jill & Joel Botler
Michael Bourque & Kendra 

Connelly
Michael Bove & Lauren 

Schaefer-Bove
Ashley Boyle
Jon Bradley
Aaron Brady
Deb Breiting
Ian Brewer
Susan Brewer
Peter & Celeste Bridgford
James Broadbent
Laura Brodin
Mike Brown
Lili & Stanford Brown
Bob Bruce & Cindy Czajkowski
Amy & Seth Bruning
Ed & Suzanne Bryan
Gilda & Michael Bryand
Sarah Brydon
John & Linda Burgess
Adam Burk
Bill & Karen Burke
Christopher Burleson
Brian Burwell
Kevin & Blue Butterfield
Carrie Byron

Greg Caiazzo
June W. Camp
Michael Cannon
Quyet Cao
Margaret & Robert Carignan
Kellie Caron
Michaela Cavallaro
Stanley & Emily Chaleff
Laura Chandler
Thanh Chau
Drew Cheney
Tae & Susan Chong
James Christensen
Peter & Maureen Clancy
Susan Clark
Brock & Lane Clarke
Chris Clegg
Charu Saxena & Jason Clere
Cornelia Cockrell
James & Joan Cohen
Anna Cohen
Linda & John Coleman
Cara Colgan
Sarah & Russ Cox
Lisa Marie Coyne
Maegan Crabtree
Mark Crasnick
Susan Cromwell
Keith & Julie Cunningham
Cynthia Curry & Craig Hemond
Alyson Dame
Mary Dana
Susan & Howard Dana
Tod & Lorie Dana
Jennifer Darling
Craig Davis
Nicholas & Elizabeth Deane
Kati Dee
Ken & JoAnne Deitch
Indriani Demers
Alison Denham
Amy Devin
Jerome Devlin
Janet DiBiase
Lauren & Mark Dietlin
Agnieszka Dixon
Ryan Doil
Rusty Dolleman
Moira Driscoll & David Pence
Kelly Duarte
Matthew & Jennifer Dubel
Erin Dukeshire
Brian Dunn
Nanette Dyer-Blake & Jeffrey 

Blake
Nora Dyro
Matt Early & Mary Bennett
Rebecca Eaton
Ashley Edmondson
Peter & Stephanie Eglinton
Kimberlee Elder
Jessica Eller
Kiersten Ellis
Elizabeth Emery
Pamela Emery
Tim Ermlich
Peter Evans

Nancy Evans-Bennett
William & Rose Everitt
Allen Ewing-Merrill
Brooke Faulkner
Renee & Gibson Fay-Leblanc
Joshua Fifield
Emily Figdor
Anna Fincke
Mollie Flahaven
Adam Flaherty
Pablo & Maria Flores
Ruben Flores
Charles Foehl & Sara Mayo
Jill Fogg
Erica Forsyth
Sarah & Marc Fortin
Laura Fourre
S E Fudge
Cheryl Fullerton
Joann & Gilbert Galli
Francesca Galluccio-Steele
Michelle & Geoff Ganter
Milagros Garcia Salazar
Susan Garfield
Donna Gartland
Joanne Gates
Jake Giessman
Barbara Ginley & Bradford 

MacCachran
Rob Gips
Dana Gold
Alisha Goldblatt & Zac Heiden
Sara Goodall
Alison Gorman
Caryn Gottlieb
Courtney Graffius
Lucy Green
Layne Gregory
Marie Grenier & Michael 

Levinsky
Victoria Gress
Jennifer Gribbin
Geshri Gunasekera
Bethe Hagens
Carol Hager
Christina Hamlin
Kay Hamlin
Jeanne Handy
Patricia Hanna
Anne Hardcastle
Rachael Harkness
Charlotte Harrison
Calla Hastings
Sarah Hayes
Reid Hayton-Hull & Nathaniel 

Hull
Benjamin Heasly
Molly & Steven Hemkens
Nathan Henry
Emily Hill
Jamie Hill
Meg Hirayama
Andrew Hoffman
Catherine Hooper
Barbara & Chris Hoppin
Katie Howard
Kimberly Howard

Dave & Ally Howe
Claudia Hughes
Emily Hughes
Becky Hunt
Rebecca Hunt & John Monroe
Angelique Ilunga
Sheila Jepson
Nathan & Barbara Johnson
Sarah Kappelman
Jessica Karp
Emily Keniston
Montress Kenniston
Jeffery Ketchum & Lori Sirois
Waritsara Khamwandee
Joe Kievitt
Rita King
Elizabeth Knake
Melissa & Scott Knoll
Laura Krawczyk
Eric Bailey & Jennifer 

Kruszewski
Celine & Chris Kuhn
Beth Stickney & Ken Kunin
Mary Labady
Manon Lacombe
Amy & Tom Landry
Erica & Sean Langan
Keith LaRoche
Amy Lawrence
Katie Leavitt
Jane Lee
Cathy, Jonathan, Adam, & Beth 

Lee
Raymond & Dottie Lee
Rosie Lenehan & Andrew 

Gelman
Sarah Lentz
Dara Lestrade
Jeff Levine & Kristin Blum
Wendy Lewis
Chris Libby
Ariel Linet
Danny Liwanga
Nancy Loranger
Nathan Lundblad
Erin Macey & David Farmer
Suzanne Magoon
Mailloux Family
Kristin Majeska
Sarah Maloney
Kimberly Mancini
Lindsay Mann
Julie Marchese
Kristen Marsh & Manasse 

Shingiro
Caitlin Marshall
Jennifer Marshall
Lawrence Marshall
Andrew Marsters
Anthony Martin
Virginia Marvin
Barbara Mascarenas
Kelly Masters
Nick Mavodones & Kelly 

Hasson
Theresa & Scott McAuliffe
Stephanie McCabe

MANY THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS



Christine McCrum
Kelly McDonald
Susan McMillan
Melissa McStay & Carlos 

Gomez
Liz & Pierre Meahl
Donald Medd & Rachel 

Simons
Megan Meinking
Pamela Merchant & Kirby Sack
Naomi & John Mermin
Justin Miers
Nathan Miller
Kathryn & Robert Milliken
Sarah Mills
Jessica & Christian MiNeil
Will & Laurie Mitchell
Dodi Moran
Sarah & Adrian Moran
Tom & Marnie Morrione
Zachary Mueller
Marie & Zack Mueller
Lynda Mullen
Peter & Deb Murray
Molly Myers
Elizabeth Nalli
Melea Nalli
William Nash
Priya Natarajan, Andy & Deven 

Abrams
Sara Needleman & Joseph 

Appel
Paul & Christina Neuner
Laura Newman & Jeffrey Norris
Nicole Nguyen
Devon Niccoli
Daniel Nogar
Mary Beth & Steven Nolt
Sean Novak
Carol Nylan
Maureen O’ Meara
Katherine & Stuart O’Brien
Fiona O’Grady
Elizabeth O’Malley
Emily ONeill
Beth Orcutt
Debra Orellana-Mejia
Laura Packard
Lisa Page
Brittney Painter
Bartley Parker
Sara Corbett & Mike Paterniti
Beth Patterson-Brackett
Laura Paul
Lori Pelletier
Helen Pelletier & John Spritz
Brenda Peluso
David & Ms. David Perloff
Jeff & Sarah Peterson
Honglan Pham
Jane Phalen & Tim Powell
Jack & Jane Phillips
Glenn Picher
Derek Pierce & Anja Hanson
Kristine Pleacher
Kathleen Pratt
Kelly Rand

Janel Redman
Nicholas Refvem
Jennifer Reiner
Alexandra Reissman
John Rent
Josh & Jennifer Rent
Karen Reynolds
Brian Richards IV & Elizabeth 

Yarrington 
Lucia Rico
Dena Riegel
Justin Riley
Caroline Robinson
Jesse Robinson
Susanne Robins
Louise Roman
Jill Rosenthal
Alice Ross
Karolyn Rossein
Matthew Roth
Debra Rothenberg & Richard 

Peterson
Dustin Rowles
Michelle Roy
John Rudoy
Robert Ruesch & Julie Finn
Aura Russell-Bedder
Jared Saks
Edward Samprakos
Kimberly Sampson
Elizabeth Sanders
Kristi Sanfasin
Caroline Sanford
Diana Scheel
Christy Scheidt
Jenny Scheu
Tina Schneider
Renee Schwalberg & John 

Anton
Stephen & Susan Schwartz
Maxine Sclar & R.J. Yamartino
Curtis & Meghan Scribner
Tim & Cheryl Seavey
Bronwyn Sewell
Linda Shary & Jeff Logan
Sarah Short
Sasha Shunk
Paul & MaryAnn Shupe
Kimberly Simmons & Craig 

Bramley
Jason Simpson
Nancy Sirois
Sarah Skilling
Melissa Smith
Cory Snow
Lynne Somerman
Guetawende Irene Songnaba
Joyce & David Southard
Kent Southard
Sarah Southard
David Spach
Eli Spanier
Ruby Spicer
Benedetta Spinelli
Anita St. Onge
Andrea Stairs Davenport
Joseph Starzyk

Jeremy Stein
Larry Stoddard
Michael & Barbara Stoddard
Harry Stone
Maureen Sturtevant
Justin Stygles
Robert Suva & Karen Sides 

Suva
David Svenson
Carol Swicker
Jen & Sean Tabb
Erika Taylor
Brooke Teller
Andrew Tenenbaum
Hilary Terhune
Caroline Teschke
Michelle Tetrault
Hien Thach
Matt Thiem
Estate of Philip P. Thompson, 

Jr.
Molly Thompson
Sarah Thompson
Barbara Tierney
Andrew & Nesrin Tisdale
Valerie & Matthew Todd
Marisa Torres
Phelps Turner
Aaron Twombly
Dennis Vachon
Grace Valenzuela
Mary Jane Valenzuela
Jessica Van Dyke
Shikha Vasaiwala
Jenna R. Vendil
Christopher Vermilion
Jay & Allison Villani
Kate Walsh
Michelle Waring
Kelly Waters
Tom & Judy Watson
Annetta Weatherhead
Ann & Bill Weber
Andrea Weisman Summers
Susan Wendel
Isabelle Weyl
Weyl Family
Leah Whalen
Rob & Robin Whitten
Jennifer Wiles
Jourdan & Troy Wilkins
Barrett Wilkinson
Ellen Wills
Sarah Witte
Justin Wolff
Heather Wood
Margo Wood
Robert Wood
Samantha Wood
Marshall Woodward
Franklin Yaker
Megan York
Yusuf Yusuf

GIFTS IN KIND
Sheila Adell
Xavier & Suzanne Botana

Casco Bay Caramels
Consigli Construction Co., Inc.
Dick’s Sporting Goods
El Rayo Taqueria
L.L. Bean
Sarah Moran
Pom’s Thai Taste
Sarah Southard
Standard Baking Co.
Tandem Coffee and Bakery

BUSINESSES AND
ORGANIZATIONS
Amazon Smile
Androscoggin Bank’s Main 

Street Foundation
Bangor Savings Bank
Bank of America Foundation
Barr Foundation
Benchmark Real Estate
Brooks Family Foundation
Camp Alsing
Capozza Floor Covering Center
Clark Insurance
Coffee By Design
Eagle Point Fund, Maine 

Community Foundation
East Brown Cow Inc.
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
Ensign Bickford Foundation
Fisher Charitable Foundation
Gladys Brooks Foundation
Gorham Savings Bank
Greenbacker Group, LLC
Irving Foundation
J.B. Brown & Sons
MaineHealth
John T. Gorman Foundation
KPMG
L.L. Bean
Lennox Foundation
Longfellow Elementary PTO
Machias Savings Bank
Maine Audubon
Maine Community Foundation
Maine Humanities Council
Maine Space Grant 

Consortium
MIG Charitable Fund, Maine 

Community Foundation
Network for Good
New Schools Venture Fund
Northeast Bank
Portside Real Estate Group
Sadie & Harry Davis 

Foundation
The Hudson Foundation
The Les Paul Foundation
The Ludcke Foundation
The Nellie Mae Education 

Foundation, Inc
Town & Country Federal Credit 

Union
Trinity Lutheran Church
United Way of Greater Portland
Unum
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
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The Foundation for PPS 
Welcomes Your Support!

DONATE ONLINE: 
FOUNDATIONFORPPS.ORG

SEND A CHECK: 
Foundation for Portland Public Schools 

353 Cumberland Avenue  
Portland, Maine 04101

Matching gifts, stocks, and planned giving 
can be accommodated. 

For more information, contact FPPS at:  
info@foundationforpps.org  

or call FPPS Executive Director,  
Andi Weisman Summers,  

at 207.842.4658.

The Portland community cares deeply about its 
schools. The Foundation for Portland Public Schools 
(FPPS) was born from that deep commitment as 
a way to leverage our community’s energy and 
resources to help make the Portland Public Schools 
even stronger. Each year, the Foundation’s impact 
grows—thanks to all of you. 

FPPS is an essential partner to the district, serving 
to address unmet needs in our schools, bring 
additional resources into our classrooms, and help 
bring innovation and positive change to the district. It 
is a pleasure to serve on the FPPS Board of Directors 
and to work with their staff at PPS. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 

Xavier Botana, Superintendent of Portland Public Schools


