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Message froM our Presidents / executive director
In June 2018 the Foundation Board adopted its first ever 3-Year Strategic 
Plan which will guide Growth, Sustainability and Communications from 
2018–2021. 

In 2018–2019 we committed to two new areas of fundraising that we believe 
will help position FPPS for growth, sustainability, and meaningful impacts to 
public education in Portland for years to come:

the visionary campaign
This campaign engages and recognizes donors who share a strong belief  
in the long-term positive impacts of a foundation to support Portland Public 
Schools, and who contribute $1,000 or more annually either with a one-time  
gift or a multi-year pledge. 

the capacity campaign.
This campaign focused on generating support for additional staff capacity which will allow us 
to respond to more opportunities, expand the work of the Foundation, and sustain the positive 
impacts of philanthropy for PPS. 

Year after year, PPS faces declining state revenues along with competing interests for local 
property taxes. The Foundation staff and Board of Directors are working to generate meaningful 
support for PPS. These efforts are coordinated and aligned with the Portland Promise. 

Thank you to all of our community members and donors who are helping us build a legacy of support for PPS.  
Enjoy our 2018–2019 Annual Report, and we hope to see you in 2019–2020!

Josh Rent, President (2019–2021)
Mary Bennett, President (2017–2019) 
Kate Snyder, Executive Director

Board of Directors left to right: Sarah Moran, Lorie Dana, Stephen Segal, Joshua Rent, 
Mary Bennett, Jill Botler, Derek Pierce, Sarah Fortin, Michael Bove, Carol Hager

Josh Rent Mary Bennett

Kate Snyder

Board of directors  
2018-2019
Mary Bennett, President
Ed Bryan, Vice President
Joshua Rent, Treasurer
Lorie Dana, Secretary
Xavier Botana,  
Superintendent (ex-officio)
Jill Botler
Michael Bove
Pamela Cummings
Sarah Fortin
Carol Hager, PEA (ex-officio)
Muhammad Khan
Erin Macey
Leah MacLeod
Sarah Moran
Marie Mueller
Derek Pierce, PAA (ex-officio)
Stephen Segal



2018–2019 was a growth year, to be sure. Total 
revenues grew by nearly 35% over the previous year.

In addition to the continuation and growth of funds, 
the creation of new funds, new gifts and recurring gifts, 
the Foundation for Portland Public Schools established 
a sponsored nonprofit relationship with R.M. Davis. 
This means that the FPPS will not be assessed a 
fee for service from R.M. Davis for the investment 
and management of estate gifts, gifts of securities, 
managed funds, reserve funds, and maybe someday, 
an endowment.

As we expand our support for Portland Public Schools 
through the generosity of donors, we are thrilled to 
have a local financial management partner who will 
help us respond to and manage a variety of planned 
giving scenarios. 

Message froM the 
suPerintendent
The Portland Public Schools are on the move. And the 
Foundation for Portland Public Schools is a key player in 
our progress. In its fourth year, the Foundation for Portland 
Public Schools has made impressive gains to solidify 
community support for our schools. 

Recently, the Portland Board of Public Education 
recognized the value of this work by authorizing the 
continuation of the Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Foundation and PPS for another two years. 
FY20 and FY21 will no doubt be periods of growth as we 
build on existing relationships and foster new ones with 
people, businesses and foundations passionate about 
investing in public education. 

Xavier Botana, Superintendent of Portland Public Schools

Income

Restricted  $522,296 

Unrestricted     $53,722 

Fee Income    $20,583 

Subtotal $596,601 

In Kind Contributions    $14,653 

Total Revenue $611,254

expenSeS
Direct Investments in PPS $232,951 

Operations $16,256

In Kind Contributions    $14,653 

Total expenses $254,860

Restricted Funds to be Released in FY20  $298,345

2018–2019 Budget at a glance

Mission
The Foundation for Portland Public School’s mission is 
to raise philanthropic support to enhance educational 
opportunities for present and future students in 
Portland’s public schools.

vision 
FPPS vision is to strengthen schools through 
community investment.

the story the Budget tells: it’s a good one...



grants PrograMMing suPPorts PPs
Grant Programming is a cornerstone of the Foundation’s work to support PPS. 

teacher grants PrograM — $35,000
The 10th annual Teacher Grants program totaling in 54 grants $35,000. Grant awards support a broad range of 
learning opportunities in all subjects and at all grade levels, PreK through Adult Education.

Maine auduBon — $13,000 
In its third annual grants program for PPS Teachers, Maine Audubon awarded nearly $13,000.

fund for teachers — $6,379  
This partnership provided summer grants to teachers with a “match” in investment by FPPS and Fund for Teachers. 
Gift In Kind $6,379

culture cluB — $100,000 
2018–2019 was the last year of generous funding from an anonymous donor in support of a public-private 
partnership between PPS and Portland Stage, Ovations, the Symphony, and the Portland Museum of Art. 

“Maine Audubon’s decades of work with Portland Public Schools has 

been critical for engaging many thousands of people in wildlife habitat 

conservation throughout Portland and far beyond. We are so grateful to 

be partnering with the Foundation for Portland Public Schools in helping 

increase access to our programs for the entire district and enabling us to 

work with so many inspired teachers and students,” says Maine Audubon’s 

director of education, Eric Topper.



investMents that suPPort the PPs strategic Plan:  
the Portland ProMise
These gifts are among the many that support strategic investments in support of Achievement, Equity, the Whole 
Student, and People.

ensign Bickford foundation — $34,760 
The parent company of EnviroLogix has contributed $18,760 toward a lab renovation at PATHS, $8,000 in support of the 
STEM Expo, and $8,000 for Teacher Grants.

unuM — $25,000 
Once again UNUM supports PPS summer school with a gift of over $25,000. 

lennox foundation — $25,000 
A generous supporter of both Teacher Grants, and the Capacity Building Campaign.

l.l. Bean — $21,000 
Continuing support for outdoor adventure, stewardship and access to Rippleffect programming for all three middle schools. 

saM l. cohen foundation — $18,000 
Equity work in Portland Public Schools. 

Bangor savings Bank foundation — $12,500 
Generously supporting capacity building in order that the Foundation can hire additional staff capacity. 

verizon foundation — $10,000 
A grant to support investments in elementary STEM. 

Wex — $9,000 
Our new neighbor in Portland! WEX will support coaching for Middle School Math Coaches and Principals.

the Bill & Joan alfond foundation — $8,000 
Support for PPS community outreach and engagement. 

BenchMark real estate — $5,245  
Funding from the first annual Portland Kids Duathlon in support of Teacher Grants. 

eagle Point fund — $5,000 
Funding to support the Annetta Weatherhead Fund at Reiche School. 

horizon foundation — $5,000 
Capacity building in order that the Foundation can hire additional staff capacity. 



Managed funds 
The Foundation for Portland Public Schools is pleased to work with a variety of individuals and organizations to create and 
manage funds in the interest of schools and students. During the 2017–2018 school year, two funds were established: 
The Annetta Weatherhead Fund for Reiche School and the Step Up Award for Portland High School. During the 2018–2019 
school year three new funds were created: the PPS Food Fund, the Solarise Fund and the Rising Tide Fund. 

rising tide
The Rising Tide Award was created in memory of John William Burgess. It provides an opportunity for high-achieving, 
motivated high school students from immigrant families in Portland, Maine to pursue academic and personal 
interests, strengthen college applications, and develop valuable leadership skills through a unique summer program 
experience. Two annual awards at $5,000 are available.  

steP uP aWard at Phs
The Step Up Award provides funding for students who would otherwise have to forego extracurricular opportunities 
because they have to work after school and/or on weekends. The intent of the program is to provide students the 
chance to participate in extracurricular opportunities, ideally team-based activities such as sports and/or academic-
based team work. Two students will each receive $1,250 per semester from the time of award until graduation. 

solarise
SolaRise Portland is a collaboration of students across Portland Public Schools, the City of Portland, and some 
environmental groups inspired by the vision to solarize Portland schools. Solarise advocates for solar arrays on 
school buildings as part of our city’s transition to cleaner and brighter future, powered by renewable energy.

annetta Weatherhead fund at reiche school
The goal for the Fund is to provide flexible and easily-accessible financial resources to improve the lives of Reiche students  
and enhance their educational opportunities. It is named for Annetta Weatherhead, who epitomizes the underlying spirit 
and intent of the Fund—a daily all-in, whatever-it-takes approach to support the school and student success. 

PPs food fund
This fund is intended to support food security for students and their families with investments identified by the 
Portland Public Schools Food Security Task Force. 



individual donors 
$100,000 + above
Alfred L. Padula Jr. Estate
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John Burgess

$1,001 - $5,000
Catherine & Todd Alexander
Elissa & Allen Armstrong
G. Steven Rowe & Family
Helen Tupper
Ann & Bill Weber
Brooks Family Foundation

$1,000
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Sarah & Russ Cox
Jeanne & Lloyd Crocker
Susan & Howard Dana
Lorie & Tod Dana
Matt Early
Renee & Gibson Fay-Leblanc
Hallie Flint Gilman & Ned Flint
Charles Foehl & Sara Mayo
Sarah & Marc Fortin
Erin Macey & David Farmer
Alison Gorman & Peter Morrison
Annie & Bill Hidell
Melissa & Scott Knoll
Alise & Scott Koocher
Dan Kovarik
Pamela Merchant & Kirby Sack
Naomi & Jon Mermin
Sarah & Adrian Moran
Marie & Zack Mueller
Jennifer & Joshua Rent
Carolyn Bird & Gregg Ritter
Debra Rothenberg &  

Richard Peterson
Kimberly Simmons &  
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Paul Cooper
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William S. & Jane H. Merchant

 
Laura Newman & Jeffrey Norris 
Doris Salzman
Cheryl & Tim Seavey
Margo & Jack Simmons

$100 - $499
Beth Ansheles
Michael Bove &  

Lauren Schaefer-Bove
Sandi & Larry Brown
Cindy & Bob Bruce
Ed & Suzanne Bryan
Karen & Bill Burke
Matt Carr
Joan & Jim Cohen
Sara Corbett & Mike Paterniti
Martha & Ed Crockett
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Will Crosby
Ruth Dater
Laurie Davis
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Halsey B. Frank
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Lisa Merchant & John Shoos
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Marnie & Tom Morrione
Peter Murray
Jane & Jack Phillips
Derek Pierce & Anja Hanson
Sarah & Jonathan Prescott
Bethany Record
Rachel Reed
Sharon & John Rent
Beth & Peter Richardson
Elizabeth & Peter Rickett

 
 Katherine & Micah Roberge
Julia Finn & Robert Ruesch
Eleonore Sanderson
Tobin Scipione
Stephen Segal
Renee Bourgoine-Serio &  

Victor Serio
Wendy & Stephen Shaw
Rachel Simons & Donald Medd
Jennifer M Southard
Jane Stevens
Julianne Sullivan
Eva Tracy-Raeder
Betty Umbel
Liz & Robert Wagner
Brigitta Kunz Wiesel
Patricia & Arthur Weyand

up to $100
Joseph Appel
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Bouchard
Allison Brown
Jessica Burton &  

Ponch Membreño
Leisa & Charles Collins
Cynthia Curry & Craig Hemond
Andrea Stairs-Davenport & 

Mark Davenport
Moira Driscoll & David Pence
Nancy Drummey &  

David Gonsalves
Stephanie & Peter Eglinton
Rose & William Everitt
Alyssa Goodrich
Claudia Hughes
Alisan Kavookjian
Elizabeth & Ryland Koets
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Sarah Maloney
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Businesses
$25,000 & above
Anonymous
Ensign Bickford Foundation
Lennox Foundation
Unum

$10,000 - $24,999
Bangor Savings Bank Foundation
L.L. Bean
Maine Audubon
Sam L. Cohen Foundation
Verizon Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Benchmark Real Estate, 

Portland Kids Duathlon
Bill & Joan Alfond Foundation 
Eagle Point Fund, Maine 

Community Foundation
Horizon Foundation
WEX

$1,001 - $4,999
Bank of America
cPort Credit Union
Crystal Reporting Solutions
East Brown Cow  

Management, Inc.
J.B. Brown
Kasprzak Homes, Inc.
Kepware
Life Center Church
MaineHealth
Portland Pottery, Inc
Spring for Teachers Admissions 

& Raffle

$500 - $1,000
Capozza Tile Co., Inc.
Clark Insurance
Coffee By Design
Drummond Woodsum
Gorham Savings Bank
Hancock Lumber Company, Inc.
Idexx
Kepware
Law Offices of Joe Bornstein
Maine Community Foundation: 

PEF Fund
Manpower
Portland Climate Action Team
The Boulos Company
Tulgey Wood Foundation

up to $499
350 Maine
Amazon Smile
Classic Flooring
Cloutier, Conley & Duffett, P.A.
Clynk Count & Crush
Elders for Future Generations
Jones, Rich & Barnes
Lee International Business 

Development
Maine Conservation Alliance
Maine People’s Alliance
Orthodontic Associates, P.A. 
Portland Education Association
Reverb

Many thanks to our generous donors

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this report. Call the Foundation office at  
207-842-4658 with any omissions or corrections, and please accept our sincere apologies.
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Spring for Teachers 2019

the foundation for Portland Public schools Welcomes your support!

On May 29th we gathered to celebrate Portland Public 
Schools and the Teacher Grants Program that supports 
teacher-led innovations, enhancements, projects, 
and enrichment. It was a beautiful spring evening 
shared with our generous and engaged community 
of supporters who all share a passion for public 
education in Portland. 

Many thanks to: 

• The Cumberland Club for hosting the event
• Derek Pierce, Principal, Casco Bay High School,  

for MCing the event 
• Chris Salamone, Teacher, for sharing his story 
• Julie Compilio, a youth yoga and mindfulness 

educator, for her demonstration about the 
mindfulness program 

• Jane Sawtelle, Teacher, and the many students who 
shared their musical talents 

• Lorie Dana, Mary Bennett, Josh Rent, and Ed Bryan 
for their tireless planning and execution 

• And to all who attended to support Portland  
Public Schools. 
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